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"TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH."

"To hini that overeometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I

also overcame, and am sat down with my Father in his throne." (Rev. 3: 21.)

I am sure it is the desire of every Latter-day Saint that he be
saved and exalted in the celestial kingdom of God. It is beyond
the ability of mortal man to describe, even in the faintest manner,
the glories of that kingdom. There is situated the throne of God,
and there the Father and the Son dwell. There are other king-

doms—the terrestrial and the telestial—which the Father has pre-

pared for His children, and while their glories are likewise inde-

scribable, they are not to be compared to the celestial. They
differ from it as the moon and stars differ from the sun. All men
will be judged and rewarded according to their works, and each
individual will be assigned to the kingdom for which he has fitted

himself. Those who have observed celestial laws will inherit the
celestial glory ; those who have obeyed terrestrial laws will receive

a terrestrial glory, and those who have observed telestial laws will

receive a telestial reward.
It is the desire of the Lord that we be saved in the highest de-

gree of glory in the celestial kingdom. He has made it possible for

us to attain to that exalted position. He has pointed out to us
very clearly the way in which to travel in order to reach that
glorious place. It is true that it is a narrow way, but it lies in a
straight course, and if we follow the directions which the Lord
has given us, and do not turn into by and forbidden paths, we will
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reach our destination and be crowned with glory and honor and
eternal lives.

About an hour ago I saw a number of young men and young
women pass by with books under their arms. They were on their

way to a university, where they are preparing themselves by edu-

cation to enter the business world and to make their way success-

fully through life. In the course of their college training these

students encounter many difficult problems. But they know that

these problems must be mastered before they can pass a satisfac-

tory examination and rise to the heights which have been at-

tained by those who have, by study and perseverance, mastered
the tasks assigned them. It is the same with us. In order to

receive a place in the celestial kingdom of God we must fit and
prepare ourselves for that kingdom. How are we to do this? By
overcoming everything that is evil, and holding fast to everything
that is good. This is easier said than done. But it can be done.

Others have done it, and what others have done we can do. Enoch
and his people undertook this task and accomplished it; they
wrestled with the powers of evil and overcame them, and so

sanctified themselves before the Lord that He took them and their

city unto Himself.

I was very much interested in reading recently the experiences

of a celebrated English doctor who had become a cocaine fiend,

and who after a heroic struggle and by the exercise of all his will-

power and through the assistance of a friend, conquered the des-

tructive habit and became, as it were, a new man. This gentleman
had at one time a large general practice in the north of England.
His work was of a very arduous nature, with a great number of

night calls to more or less difficult cases. It was at this time that

he began to indulge in the use of cocaine. In the course of time
the effects of the drug were plainly manifest. The gentleman not
only lost almost all his will-power, but his health began to break
down, his practice was gone, and his friends began to look askance
at him.

One day as he sat reflecting upon his condition, he determined
that he would make a supreme effort to free himself from the use

of a drug which had brought with it such serious consequences.

He arose and went to a friend, a former hospital colleague, to whom
he explained his situation, and requested him to lend him assist-

ance in trying to overcome the habit. His friend was more than
willing. He took great interest in the unfortunate man ; he pre-

scribed medicines which helped in great measure to destroy the
cravings for the drug; he took him often for brisk walks out into

the country; set him to gardening, of which he had at one time
been very fond, and in the evenings helped him work on the small
model of a patent he had long intended to protect and turn to
account.

At the end of three months the change that had come over the
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cocaine-user was most remarkable. His health had greatly im-

proved, his will-power was restored, and he was prepared to enter

again upon the duties of his profession. Through the instrumen-
tality of his friend he was enabled to take a long sea voyage as

surgeon of a ship, and at the termination of the voyage he found
himself completely cured.

This was a great victory and we admire the man who achieved
it; he is well worthy of praise. He has given the world a lesson;

he has shown us what can be accomplished by the exercise of will-

power and the assistance of a friend. And just as this man over-

came the cocaine habit, so can we overcome our weaknesses. "All
things are possible to them that believe." Paul said he could do
all things through Christ who strengthened him. So can we. If

we manifest to the Lord that we are desirous of overcoming evil,

and pray to Him for power to enable us to do so, He will come to

our assistance and will give us strength to help in every time of

need.

Here are some of the promises He has made to those who over-

come: "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of

life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God"; "He that over-

cometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I will not

blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his

name before my Father, and before his angels"; "Him that over-

cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall

go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God,

and the name of the city of my God, which is New Jerusalem,

which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write

upon him my new name"; "He that overcometh shall inherit all

things ; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son."

These promises are made to us on the condition that we over-

come the evil works of darkness, and except we do overcome them
we cannot expect to receive the blessings. Let us pray for one

another and help each other, that we may come off more than con-

querors "through Him who loved us and washed us from our sins

in His own blood."—W. A. M.

OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT.

One morning, a few weeks ago, I was riding through the York-

shire woods on my bicycle. The earth and sky that morning illus-

trated to me the different stages through which the world has

passed from the days of the Savior up till the present time. The
day before, the sun had shone forth in splendor, making the world

beautiful and bright. But that morning dark clouds floated over-

head, obscuring the light of the sun and casting shadows over the

earth. What a different aspect everything seemed to have that

day! The trees and shrubs and ferns appeared to be as much
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affected by the change as myself; it seemed as if the life had gone
out of them.
On looking towards the east, I saw that some distance ahead of

me the clouds did not hang so heavily. Light was breaking
through them, giving to that part of the earth a more pleasing

appearance than the spot in which I then was. I rode on towards
the light, and when I arrived at the place of which I have spoken
I saw, quite a distance ahead, a clear blue sky. The clouds had
passed away, the sun was shining brightly, and everything ap-

peared beautiful.

When I reached the latter place I looked back and could still see

the heavy, dark clouds lingering in the sky in the west. I have
said that the earth and sky that morning illustrated to me the

different periods of the world's history from the days of the

Messiah up till the present. The glorious day of sunshine of which
I first spoke was typical to me of the time when the Sun of Right-

eousness shed forth His sublime rays of light and truth among the
children of men. That was a bright day for the world. Before

that time darkness and death held sway in the earth, but when
the Son of God came darkness fled and death gave place to immor-
tality. He was the life and the light of the world.

But after the death of the Savior and His apostles clouds of

spiritual darkness began to make their appearance. They grew
thicker and thicker, until finally the word of the prophet was
fulfilled, and "darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the

minds of the people." That period of history is known as "The
Dark Ages." It was typified to me by the darkness of which I

spoke first.

I said that some distance ahead I could see the faint rays of the

sun struggling through the clouds. That brought to my mind the

time when men bravely struggled for the little lightand truth which
God had given to them. It was symbolical to me of the Reforma-
tion, and of other important religious events which followed it.

Then again, I said that farther on I saw the sun shining in all his

brightness and glory. How beautiful the world seened in that
part! Everything in nature seemed to be alive and happy. I too,

felt the chauge. It seemed like a new world to me compared with
the dark part in which I had been some time before. This repre-

sented to me the time, when, in answer to prayer, the heavens
were opened and the glorious light of God was shed again upon
earth, when the Father and the Son revealed themselves, when
the gospel in all its fulness was restored, and men began to make
their way out of darkness into its heavenly light. Before the light

of truth the clouds of error and superstition fled, and the hearts of

thousands of people where made to rejoice in the change.

How thankful we should be, my brethren and sisters, that we
have been brought out of darkness into light. You who were
taught in the churches of the world the commandments of men in-
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stead of the gospel of Christ, know what a change has come into

your lives since you received the truth and were baptized into the

Church of Christ. By thelighfrof the Holy Spirit you have beheld
the beauty and truths of the gospel, and your hearts have rejoiced

with a fulness of joy. Surely none of you want to go back into

darkness again. I sincerely hope not. But having been brought
into the light, we must walk as children of the light, and show to

our Heavenly Father that we are thankful to Him for bringing us

out of darkness into light. We are told in the Sciptures that if

we walk in the light as Christ is in the light, we shall have fellow-

ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son,

will cleanse us from all sin, but if we go back again into darkness

we will lose the light of the Holy Spirit, the fellowship of the

Saints, and the benefits of the atoning blood of Christ.

There are many who prefer to remain in spiritual darkness.

And why? "Because their deeds are evil." "For every one that

doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his

deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the

light, that his deeds may be made manifest that they are wrought
in God." We are members of the Church of Christ, a Church
which the Lord desires to be the light of the world. Therefore,

let us make our light shine before men, that they may see our good
works and glorify our Father which is in heaven.

—

Willard E.

Stoddard.

IN TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH.

I peel it my duty to bear testimony to the truthfulness of the
gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints, and also to the divinity

of the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. I thank my Heavenly
Father for directing His servant, Elder Alonzo J. Gilbert, to my
door with glad tidings which have brought peace and joy to my
soul. If anyone had told me prior to that time that I would one day
be numbered among the Latter-day Saints, or "Mormons," as they
are known in the world, I would not have believed him, for I had
been led to believe that "Mormonism" was a very corrupt system.
Elder Gilbert gave me some tracts containing the first principles

of the gospel. He afterwards had a conversation with me in which
he proved to me from the Bible that I had not a true conception
of God ; that the god in whom I believed (a god without body, parts,

or passions) was not the God of the Scriptures. I greatly enjoyed
the conversation ; the subject was very interesting to me, for, to

tell the truth, I had never been able to understand thedoctrine ofthe
Trinity as taught by the Church of England, in which church I

had been brought up. I was a Sunday School teacher in the
English church for over ten years, and it was quite a trial to me to
sever my connection with the members of that church with whom
1 had labored so long. I was also actively engaged in mission work
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for over two years, my principle duty being to sing solos at the

meetings. Some of those who were once my friends have turned
against me and denounced me, while others have tried hard to get

me to go back and join their ranks. But that I cannot do, for

the Lord has revealed to me that the course I have taken is the

right course. At first I was not satisfied with regard to the
teaching of the elders concerning baptism—that it is essential

to salvation, so I prayed to the Lord about the matter, and He
showed me in a dream that baptism is a necessary ordinance to our
salvation. Next I wanted to know if Joseph Smith were a true

Prophet of God. So I prayed to the Lord again concerning this

matter, and He heard and answered my prayers. One night He
gave me a dream or vision, and in it I saw the Prophet Joseph
healing a sick man. This was a testimony to me that the

Prophet was called of God.
I feel grateful to the Lord for sending His servants to my home.

Elders Thomas Martin and David J. Sutton have likewise been of

great help to me. They have taken delight in teaching me the
principles of the everlasting gospel, and I have learned many
precious truths from them. I have proved them to be men of

God, true, virtuous and upright. I can say the same of all the
elders I know.
The desire of my heart is that I may be true and faithful to the

covenants I have made with the Lord, and that I may be the means
of bringing souls to Him. I hope this humble testimony may do
good to some one. I pray the blessings of the Lord to be with His
people.

Your sister in the gospel,

9 Young Street, Derby. Charlotte Orme.

LIFE'S MIRROR.

There are loyal hearts, there are spirits hrave,
There are souls that are pure and true

;

Then give to the world the best you have
And the best will come back to you.

Give love, and love to your life will flow
A strength to your utmost need

;

Have faith, and a score of hearts will show
Their faith in your word and deed.

Give truth, and your gift will be paid in kind,
And honor will honor meet;

And a smile that is sweet will surely find
A smile that is just as sweet.

Give pity and sorrow to those who mourn;
You will gather, in flowers again,

The scattered seeds from your thoughts outbourne,
Though the sowing seemed but vain.

For life is the mirror of king and slave,
'Tis just what we are and do.

Then give to the world the- best you have
And the best will come back to you.

Madeline S. Bridges.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1909.

IMPORTANT MATTERS FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION!

The organizations of the Church outside of Zion or her several

Stakes are generally denominated "Conferences," composed of

Branches corresponding in some respects to the Wards that make
up the Stakes of Zion. Inquiries into the manner of the establish-

ment of these branches of the Church in recent times, discloses the

fact that in nearly every instance they have not been really organ-

ized at all. The practice in late years appears to have been that

when missionaries have been successful in any locality in making
a sufficient number of converts to hold regular meetings, and par-

ticularly if they obtain a hall or other place for public worship,

they are called a branch, and the leading elder there is considered

the president.

In most instances, a genealogical record is provided and an at-

tempt made to keep track of the members, the dates of their

baptism and confirmation, of their removal, or emigration, or ex-

communication, as the case may be, and from these branch records

a conference record is kept up, from which the conference statisti-

cal reports are prepared when required. But there appears to

have been no formal or definite organization of many of these

branches. They have had a kind of mushroom growth. The
members of the Church composing them were not called together,

officers were not named and approved, a clerk was not appointed,

nor were any of the ceremonies usual in the organization of wards
at home in any way attended to. We wish now to call the atten-

tion of the conference presidents to this condition of affairs, with

a view to establishing these branches on a proper basis.

When a branch is to be organized, all the persons to compose it

should be called together at a given date and place, and after the

usual openiug exercises in our religious services, tbe president of

the conference should explain the object of the gathering, and pro-

pose that a branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints shall there and then be organized, with such a name as may
have been selected and which should be appropriate to the local-

ity, and that it belong to the conference over which he presides.

This being voted upon affirmatively, a president should be nomin-
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ated and his name presented for the vote of the members of the
branch. Under present conditions, this will probably be one of

the traveling elders appointed to labor in that part of the confer-

ence.

Some suitable person should be chosen and sustained as clerk of

the branch. If there are any brethren in the branch suitable to act

as deacons, teachers, priests or elders, as the Spirit of the Lord may
direct, their names should be presented to the members for their

vote. Then their ordination can be attended to. In a number of

cases there will probably be no such ordinations of the local

priesthood for some time to come. When the branch has grown
sufficiently, they can be called, voted upon in a meeting of the

saints, and ordained by the proper authority. In case of the re-

moval of the president or the clerk for any cause, a successor

should be appointed in a similar way.
The organization of the branch should be recorded in a confer-

ence record of meetings and other events, stating the time and
place and giving a synopsis of the transaction, with the names of

the officers chosen. A branch record should also be kept in which
the proceedings at the organization should be the first to be re-

corded, followed from time to time by minutes of the most impor-
tant gatherings and doings of the branch. An account of receipts

and expenditures by the branch should also be kept. The record

of names, births, baptisms, confirmations, and any changes taking

place in the status of the members, should be kept in complete
form as provided for in books arranged for the purpose, and at

the time of the occurrence. Neglect in these particulars occasions

much trouble and difficulty. Time passes along rapidly, but
memory does not keep pace with it, and so branch records become
incomplete, and therefore conference records follow in the same
disorder.

When a member moves from one branch to another, whether
within the conference or without, or emigrates, or dies, or is ex-

communicated, the change should be immediately recorded. The
blessings of children should also be recorded in that part of the

book designated for the purpose, and any changes occurring with
those children such as death, baptism, removal or emigration,

should be noted without delay. The ordination of persons to the

priesthood should also be at once recorded, and any changes con-

cerning them be entered promptly. The branch clerk should re-

port all this to the conference clerk, who should at once make
corresponding entries on the conference record.

The president of the branch is required to see that all this is at-

tended to in the season thereof, to watch over all the affairs of the

branch, and take care that the saints are visited in their homes by
local officers if there are any, acting in the capacity of teachers,

according to the revelations of God, if not the traveling elders

should attend to it, and they should be directed to visit the house
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of each member as instructed in Section XX, Doctrine and Coven-
ants, and make report of the condition of the members at a meeting
of the priesthood of the branch, held whenever practicable and as

regularly as possible. Where these matters have not been attended
to in what are called "branches," steps should be taken at once to

carry out this plan of organization. Then let the branch records

show distinctly who are members, and let close watchcare be had
over them, so that none shall be lost and that their record shall be

kept up, as herein indicated.

All members of the Church are required by divine revelation,

when moving from one branch to another, to obtain a certificate

of membership to present to the branch where they intend to re-

side, whether it be for a lengthy period or a short season. If they
should return to their former place of abode or move to some other

place, they can obtain another certificate and join the branch
nearest to their new location. This duty should be explained to

the understanding of every person claiming to be a member of any
branch of the Church. If a member moving away neglects to take

this certificate, inquiry should be made at once as to the place

where he has gone, and the president of the branch there, or if

there is no branch, the president of the conference nearest thereto,

should be notified, so that the member can be looked after, identi-

fied, and enrolled upon some branch record. When the moving
member will not apply for the certificate of removal, it should be
sent to the presiding officer in the nearest branch or conference to

the place of removal.
Conference presidents should understand that all members who

have not been dealt with for transgression, no matter what their

standing may be, are entitled to a certificate of membership when
they move away. The signer does not certify as to their standing.

He simply announces that they are members, and it is only in that

bare capacity that he recommends them "to any branch with
which they may desire to unite." If any members remove from a

branch or conference to another when they are not in good stand-

ing, that fact can be disclosed by letter to the conference presi-

dent under whose jurisdiction they will reside. If action is not
taken against a member for transgression, that person is still a

member and entitled to a certificate to that effect. If thei'e is a

case pending against him or her, that fact should be reported to

the president of the conference to which he or she is moving.
Ordinations to the priesthood should be bestowed with great

care and circumspection, "according to the gifts and callings of

God" unto those individuals and as the Holy Ghost shall inspire.

It is not wise to advance inexperienced persons too rapidly. Let
them labor in the lesser offices of the Lesser Pi'iesthood until they
are prepared for higher callings. "Lay hands suddenly on no man"
is good advice in spiritual as in physical affairs. The Priesthood

after the Order of Melchisedek is a high and sacred power. It
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should not be conferred upon unworthy persons. It exposes them
to the powers of evil, and weak or presumptuous men are often

tempted to assume the exercise of functions to which they are not

appointed.

The office of elder gives power to lay hands upon the baptized

believers for the gift of the Holy Ghost, as well as to attend to the

ordinances that may be performed under the Lesser Priesthood.

It includes, also, authority to ordain other elders, and priests,

teachers and deacons, but only when appointed to do so by those

who preside. And every elder is in duty bound to be guided and
governed in his priesthood and membership by the properly con-

stituted officer, and not to assume the performance of any ordin-

ance or ceremony unless he is appointed so to do by his president.

No man, because he is an elder, should assume to dictate, instruct,

or over-ride his file leader. It matters not what the learning, ex-

perience or superior attainments that elder may have, or think he

has, the moment he tries to assume improper authority he be-

comes weak, his mind is darkened, and he is liable to become a

prey to the spirits of evil. On the other hand, no presiding officer

should become haughty, or overbearing, over-exacting, or dicta-

torial, but the very position he occupies should suggest humility

and the need of Divine aid in the performance of all his duties, so

that while firm in the maintenance of right, he should be kind and
considerate and filled with charity for all.

Now, brethren of the ministry, give heed to the instructions

herein imparted. Hunt up the lost sheep of the House of Israel,

make it a business to trace out every individual whose name ap-

pears on the old records. Find out where such persons live, get

after them, or send their names to others who can get to them. If

persons are found who claim to be members of the Church and
their names are not on existing records, examine their claims, and
if they make satisfactory statements and furnish convincing evi-

dence, let their names be recorded. If this cannot be done by
diligence and perseverance, get them to renew their covenants and
have them numbered with the saints, so that they may be under
Church supervision.

Put every branch and conference record in proper condition, so

that a correct report may be furnished of the numbers of members,
and when required, of their status and condition. Let the year
1909 be marked by precision in all things clerical, and by the set-

ting in order of every branch and conference and organization of

the priesthood and auxiliary society, so that all things may be
placed in complete working order, that the Spirit of life, and light,

and truth may be fully diffused throughout the entire mission.

And the Lord will show His approval by an increased manifesta-
tion and outpouring of His glorious power, and by crowning our
labors with that success which all our souls so earnestly desire.

C. W. P.
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NOTICE TO RELIEF SOCIETIES.

The presidents or secretaries of Relief Societies are requested

to forward as soon as possible to the undersigned, the names and
addresses of new officers, whenever any changes are effected. All

moneys received or disbursed by any Relief Society should pass

through the hands of the treasurer, or an itemized account thereof

should be given to her so that there may be no confusion or loss of

particulars. The treasurer cannot make a proper report unless

she handles the funds, or is furnished with accounts of funds re-

ceived and disbursed by others. The treasurer will band her

report to the secretary to be incorporated with the full report to

be sent to the undersigned. Attention to this is urgently re-

quested.
Romania B. Penrose.

STATISTICAL REPORT OF SCANDINAVIAN MISSION.

Following is the statistical report of the Scandinavian mission

for the year ending December 31st, 1908. President Soren Ras-
mussen adds: "The elders have worked hard and faithfully, and I

feel pretty well satisfied with what has been accomplished. The
prospect in every conference is most excellent. I believe a good
harvest of souls will yet be gathered from this mission. You will

notice in the report a falling off in the distribution of books. The
reason for this is that the present laws of Norway prohibit the

selling of books by missionaries. This law was not in force last

year."
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A VOICE FROM THE MOUNTAINS.

TO THE SAINTS IN LIVERPOOL AND ELSEWHERE:
Dear brethren and sisters,

I have been in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints a little over a year and a half, and at the end of that time I

say, as I have often said, "Thank God I am a 'Mormon.'" I am also

thankful that I am in Zion, with my wife and children, surrounded
by thousands of my brethren and sisters, who believe in the same
gospel as myself. I have had my testimony strengthened very
much when I have attended meetings here and heard old folks

stand up and testify that they were acquainted with the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and that they knew him to be a man of God, a true

and faithful prophet. One of the finest meetings I have ever at-

tended was held in this city (Provo) a short time ago, when fully

six thousand voices united in singing that inspiring hymn, "Praise

to the man who communed with Jehovah." Each one seemed to

sing with all his heart and soul, and tears came into my eyes as I

thought of you, my brethren and sisters, meeting in your little

rooms to worship God, and of the struggles and trials you have. I

feel stronger in the faith every day I live and see the actions

of the people here. How united they are, and what strong testi-

monies they have concerning the truthfulness of the gospel and of

the divine mission of Joseph Smith. What a difference there is

between the members of this Church and those of other denomina-
tions. The faith of the saints is certain, for it is founded on
knowledge; in other churches doubt and uncertainty prevail. I

received a lot of anti-"Mormon" literature from England a short

time ago, and it almost made me sick when I read it and thought
of how thousands of English people allow themselves to be deceived
by such monstrous and absurd stories. I suppose the reason of

this is because the majority of people prefer darkness to light,

error to truth. I wish to say that the laws are as strict here as

they are in Liverpool. There are many thousands of people
in Utah who do not belong to the "Mormon" Church. Tens of

thousands of "Mormons" and Gentiles live here together in peace
and happiness. There are many religious denominations here be-

sides the Latter-day Saints. I advise you, my brethren and sisters

and friends, to take no notice of the wild stories that are circulated

about Utah and the "Mormons." In almost every case, writers

and lecturers use the "Mormons" for the purpose of making money.
Abusing the "Mormons" has been a very profitable business with
many preachers and writers. There live here the finest people I

have ever met and as good as any man could wish to associate with.

They live their religion, do their duty, and are exceedingly kind

to strangers who come into their midst. They welcomed us and
helped us in many ways. I shall never forget the first twenty-four

hours I spent in Zion. One brother brought us over a sack of flour
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and two dozen eggs, as he thought we might need some assistance.
He would not allow us to even thank him for them ; said it is the
duty of the saints to help one another. This is the spirit that per-
vades Zion. I am now an elder in the Church, and my sole desire
is to proclain the gospel to the world and to try to bring souls to
Christ. I have just performed a five weeks' mission, visiting among
the saints here, and I felt as the elders feel in the mission field.

I felt the Spirit of the Lord guiding me in my visits, and I had
glorious times with the people. I repeat that I am thankful to
the Lord that I am in this land, where we can rear our children in

the ways of righteousness, where they will not see drunken men
rolling in the streets nor listen to foul language, nor live in crowded
cities. We have not been in Utah a year, and yet our home is

nicely furnished, and we enjoy many other blessings, among them
good health. I know that "Mormonism" is true; I know this be-

cause God revealed the truth of it to me in answer to earnest
prayer. He will give a testimony to every one who will ask Him
in faith, believing that he will receive. If there is any one in

England who would like to ask me any questions with respect to

Utah and the "Mormons" I shall be pleased to answer them. May
the Lord bless you, my brethren and sisters. May we hold fast

to the faith and endure to the end is my prayer for us all in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Your brother in the gospel,

316 East Center Street, John Cummard.
Provo, Utah.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

Baptisms.—A baptismal service was held at the Victoria Baths,

Nottingham, January 13th, 1909. Addresses explaining the im-

portance of baptism were delivered by Elders Edward Lublin,

David C. Watson, and Sister Emily I. Orme, after which Mr. H. E.

Bertrand, a local Wesleyan preacher, received the ordinance of

baptism at the hands of Elder Lafayette Orme.

Releases and Departures.—The following missionaries were hon-

orably released and sailed for home to-day per s.s. Haverford:
From Great Britain—Mark H. Preece, Lafayette Orme, Emily I.

Orme, James H. Piatt. From Switzerland and Germany—Paul E.

B. Hammer, Marion R. Stevens, Christian Schwendiman, Max B.

Rothe, William N. Huusaker, Walter F. Corbett, Thomas F.

Kirkham. From the Netherlands—James A. Hooper, John A.
Butterworth. From Scandinavia—James B. Christiansen. From
Sweden—Armond F. Rundquist, Brigham Monson, Carl G. Carlson.

With the company were forty-two emigrants, in charge of Elder
James H. Piatt, Elders John A. Butterworth and Armond F.

Rundquist being his assistants.
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District Meetings.—In the afternoon and evening of the 17th inst.

two very interesting and profitable district meetings were held in

the Pioneer Assembly Room, Rochdale (Manchester conference).

President Charles W. Penrose, Conference President J. C. Larsen,

Jr., and thirteen traveling elders were in attendance. There were
fully two hundred saints and investigators present at the evening
service. President Penrose was in excellent condition, and de-

livered enlightening and impressive discourses on the great and
mighty work which the Lord has commenced in these latter days.

President Larsen and Elder Manwaring also spoke with much free-

dom and spirit. The music, both vocal and instrumental, was well

rendered. The services were greatly appreciated by all who at-

tended. At the close of the afternoon meeting a representative of

the Rochdale Times interviewed President Penrose and asked him
many questions concerning the belief of the saints. He was very
courteous, and was treated in a similar manner.

"Mormon" Elders Invited to Lecture.—It is very gratifying to see

the change in the feelings and sentiments of many people in this

country towards the Latter-day Saints. One of the elders who
labored as a missionary in Great Britain a number of years ago,

and who recently came back to work for another season in this

part of the Lord's vineyard, reports a marked difference in the dis-

position of the people. He has been treated with civility and has
been invited into many homes. These improvements have been
brought about by the softening influence of the Spirit of God
which the Father has bestowed upon His children, and also by the
wisdom and kindly bearing manifested by the elders towards those

among whom they have labored. In a letter which we received a

few days ago from President W. H. Caldwell, of the Newcastle
conference, we learn that the Society of Friends at Darlington re-

cently invited two of our missionaries to speak at one of its services.

President Caldwell says: "Through an invitation extended to

Elders Gillett and Grant, I had the pleasure on Sunday, January
10th, of speaking to a very appreciative audience in the Elmtree
Mission at Darlington. The subject assigned me was: 'Restora-

tion Predicted,' or an explanation of the second chapter of Daniel,

which the chairman read at the opening of the service. The Spirit

of the Lord was poured out upon us. The chapter was explained

to the satisfaction of those present. At the close of the meeting
Elder Gillett and I had the pleasure of shaking hands with about
forty newly-made friends, and after promising to accept another
invitation in the near future, we left, rejoicing in the opportunity
that had come to us, believing, that much good will result, for

which we give praise and honor to Him who overrules things for

our good and the onward progress of His mighty cause."
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IN GOD WE TRUST.

Thou who for ages past, within Thy hand,

Mighty and great,

Hast held the life and welfare of our land,

Thy great estate,

Upon Thy throne where Thou dost rule,—our King,

Holy and just,

Hear Thou the pledge that we Thy people bring:

In God we trust.

From dawn of spring till end of winter night,

Thy love we see;

Seed-time and harvest, fruit and blossom bright,

All sent by Thee.

For grain would wither, fields lie brown and bare,

The sickle rust,

Without Thy sun, Thy rain, and all Thy care,

For which we trust.

Thy marvels and Thy mercies without end
Have worked a spell

Too great for human hearts to comprehend,

Or lips to tell;

So Avhile we work for Thee with songs of peace

Or just sword-thrust,

Still shall our courage and our faith increase,

And still we trust.

Thou "Who, by thine immortal power and care,

All things can do

—

Hear this our proclamation and our prayer,

And keep us true,

Beneath the rainbow, or the storm cloud gray,

Let come what must,

For life, for death, and for Eternal Day,

In God we trust.
Edith Sanford Tillotson.

DIED.
Dbeaper.—At Leytonstone (Stratford branch London conference), December

9th, 1908, MaryAnn Dreaper, aged 61 years. Sister Dreaper was born August 22nd

1844, at Highworth, Gloucestershire, was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints July 28th, 1907, by Elder Lawrence C. Blood.
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